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Policy and Program Recommendations

BWI-EFBWW-NFBWW 14-point Proposals for COP 15 are the following: 

1. Countries should set out legally binding targets and a sustainable approach to tackle 
climate change. BWI shares the vision of global trade unions that global temperature 
should no longer rise more than 2 degrees Celsius, and also that of the Kyoto protocol 
standard of 5 percent in rich countries. 

2. Governments should begin a programme of upgrading energy efficiency,  and energy 
renovation of existing buildings.

3. Governments should spend more in research and development in the construction 
sector and in research on renewable energy, renewable materials, energy-efficient 
facilities management,  and waste management.

4. Governments should set up motivation mechanisms and incentives to encourage 
private sector to pursue renovation schemes in buildings to improve energy efficiency. 

5. The cement industry should reduce the use of fossil fuels and thereby reduce their 
emissions. There should be a level playing field on the emissions for the whole cement 
industry. Recycling of concrete must be encouraged.

6. Governments should include environmental standards in their procurement 
standards. 

7. Governments should incorporate all core conventions of the International Labor 
Organization when establishing new projects and jobs. 

8. Governments should support reforestation projects. 

9. Governments should regulate the use and recycling of building materials in upgrading 
and renovation projects as well as when building new properties.  Governments 
should promote the use of such building materials (such as wood) whose use 
contributes to the tackling of climate change.

10. Governments should regulate carbon dioxide emissions and energy consumption in 
existing and new buildings. 

11. All countries should recognize the need for national strategies for the production 
and use of wood and wood products from sustainably-managed forests. 

12. Governments must recognize carbon dioxide from forestation and building as part 
of their countries’ total carbon dioxide emission account. 

13.   Countries should push for a separate agreement on the UN Collaborative 
Programme on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation in 
Developing Countries (UN-REDD) under the Convention. The agreement should 
set additional targets to avoid deforestation, establish a special fund including 
accountability structures and a separate market for reduced emissions from 
deforestation certificates. 

14. Governments must lead in combating unsustainable harvesting and logging 
through international trade agreements such as the EU Forest Law Enforcement, 
Governance and Trade (FLEGT) system and through strengthening of the 
existing forest certification schemes. 

Effective climate change policies and programs will only be successful if designed and 
implemented with the active participation of those whose lives they affect: employers, 
workers, and consumers from the top level down to the ground in forestry and building 
sites. Social dialogue between workers, employers  and governments is a powerful 
instrument, and an indispensable tool for dealing with climate change. 
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