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BWI is the Global Union Federation grouping free and democratic unions with members in the
Building, Building Materials, Wood, Forestry and Allied sectors.

BWI brings together around 334 trade unions representing around 12 million members in 130
countries. The Headquarters is in Geneva, Switzerland while the Regional Offices are in Panama,
Malaysia, and South Africa.

Our mission is to defend and advance workers’ rights, and to improve working and living
conditions in our sectors. The BWI, above all, has a rights-based approach. We believe that
trade union rights are human rights and are based on equality, solidarity and democracy, and
that trade unions are indispensable to good governance.

BWI goals include 1) to promote and defend human and trade union rights; 2) to increase trade
union strength; 3) to promote a stable and high level of employment in our sectors; and 4) to
influence policy and strengthen the capacity of institutions and tripartite structures in our sectors.

©2020 Building and Wood Workers’ International (BWI). Parts of this publication may be excerpted or
cited as long as the source is acknowledged. These guidelines have been written by Aisha Bahadur
and Maryam Hussain, edited by Tanza Crouch. Design and layout by Louie Banaga.
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